V ĩ nba. 


j 
7 7 4 f 
N * 
Y * 
7 . 
— ; \ g 
. bd : 
X : * 
4 y * ” p p ; * - 2 * 9 X 
4 : — 
2 x * 4 — 
* * 
1 15 - . 
* 4 
* \ * ” . 
= 4 * * I 
; "i * o 
— : * — * 
- 0h , 
3 * Cc 
7 * 
* * a4 * i * 
” 55 _ "4 5 1 N 


unt | 


jo » bl 
- n { 


| No , = _ t- . l ; ' 
. ; : 2 I 
8 5 7 


* e | | ; 


n THE PROPOSED „ 
IN WHICH HIS EXCELLENCY'S POLITICAL 
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F OSSESSING;, as I do, a very high veneration 
for the characłer your ſervices to the united empirs | 
have juſtly procured. you—diſpaſlionate- in m/ 
view of the means you have adopted to under- 
mine the falſe impreſſions, which the deluders of 

my countrymen in our late unhappy rebellion, 
had engraven on our miſguided people—difin- . 
tereſted, as to myſelf, in the object of the fol- 
lowing obſervations,—ſuffer me to addreſs yous'! 
as I declare I conſider you the inſtrument „% 
party, but anxious to be the reſtorer of amelie. = 
Peace. to the med dominions, | . =, 
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Tour appointment to 0 tl the vice regeney of this 


| tine that your 8 political life ooula have led = ö 


to, After the various and arduous callings your 
| talents had been engaged. in, had Ireland re- 
mained a peaceful and united kingdom, your 
Excellency would have continued at your uſeful, 
but more practicable- ſtatioll, and have adminiſ- 
tered the ordnance of the ſiſter kingdom with _ _ 
_ ſafety and utility, but ſtill: have felt your ſituation 
an honourable retirement, the reward of multi- 
Pied and well exerted ſervices. „„ 
Hut unfortunately for us, and, haps Pobr⸗ . 
e ee will ſay, for you alſo, amidſt the con- 
vulſions thi it the baneful extenſion of French 
principles had created, Ireland began to liſten 
to their fa//e and ſeductive incitements, and a 
conſiderable portion of our people, from various 
motives of ſpeculation, lent an ear to every al- 
lurement their ſpecious promiſes held out, while 
a ſtill more powerful poxtion were reflecting on 
many grounds of complaint which the admin eras 
tion | her'evifting government had furniſhed them 
With. -Fortbnately: for the kingdom, the erimes 
and the enormities of the French had diſguſted' 
the Gag of möſt of my countrymen, the re- 
publicans were only eſteemed by thoſe of their 
own: deſcription, whilſt the power of the country 5 
flew to arms, and I Will aſſert, for I do it with 
pride, defended with vigour and effect, the at 
that moment t arduous Paſs between monarchy and: 
COLE Tepublicantfmi-— .. 


1 5 


* 


3 


. by'; any. 18 oh e 1 

tat the paternal watchfulneſs of our Sovereign in 

HM quickly ſent to our ald -I feel every obligation to 

his vareful anxiety, and to their honourable. I 

promptitude; I admit their readineſs in aſiſting, „ | 

us may have prevented a longer continuance: in WL 
open rebellion; ; but I aſſert they had no ſhare in de 

feating the great and awful ſcheme which the 234 1 

of laſt May had commenced the developement. oh: --. 

and which, had not the duty we owed to each * 

other taught ws to repel, would have proved to 

Great Britain 2 day, the bad conſequences e 

5 © whereof. her millions and her militia would have 1 

on been long employed i in Tepairing.. „ 

| Alarmed at the criſis, doubtful of a N 1 

the great. bulk of whom he ought not to have di, If 

| truſted, conſcious of the. manifold miſmanage-, 1 

6 ment with which he had adminiſtered us, it was | 
to your Excellency that the Britiſh miniſter had 
„ recourſe, to ſubdue: the obſtinate, to conciliate 
I the deluded, and to repel the expected invader. 
Your Excellency arrived ;—let me aſk you, did 
you find the country rebels to a man? Did you 
find every man not in pay unemployed ? ? Or did 
you find the poroer of the people armed, or willing 
to be armed, in ſupport of ee my 


2 bociety ? gel ons 

OY the poꝛoer c of the country, I: mean 1 not. to = 155 
„„ underſtood that portion, which, in a; nicely - RP 
„ computed compariſon, may be termed moſt nu- 
„„ £9 merous. 1 Hall admit (if neceſſary) that the 
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United 1 in 1 ſeduced 4 ur of 1 we 
countrymen, but I mean the true ſolid frrength of 
the State. Did your Excellency find the pro- 
perty of the country in rebellion ? Did you find 
rebellion amidſt the ranks of civilization, or 
amidſt the hordes of ignorance 2 and barbarity ?— 
If only in the latter, T contend, you found . 
momentous and practical poder of the country in 
its natural fate, loyal to its beneficent Sovereign, 
attached to its valuable Conſtitution, and contend- - 
ing for the exiſtence of ſociety amongſt us. 
If Fam aſked to account why Ireland became fo - 
readily the victim of French miſſionaries, and 
not England, I anſwer with readineſs, for it is to 
my purpoſe, though with reluctance I avow it, that 
L look to an unfortunately received ſyſtem of 
Government; as the primary cauſe of it,—And 
here let me not be underſtood to glance at in par- 
ticular the Adminiſtration of Lord Camden, Lord 
Weſtmoreland, or any. of your Excelfency' 8 pre- 
deceſſors one more than the other the e 
goes to them all, to the principles they have been 
taught as the foundation of Government, and 
which have tended among us to corrupt thoſe 
liable to depravity, through them to mis-govern 
the kingdom, and thereby to detach the e 152 
able and diſguſt the well- intentioned. 1 8 0 
' Your Excellency may here juſtly aſk 1 
31. mean to affert that the honourable and well 
intentioned were thereby driven to rebellion 2S— 
Far from it, but they became for a length of time 
J previous 


f 


previous to he 8 a they. at 8 
breathed forth abottive murmurings againſt the 
exifting grievances, but their whiſpers. of com- 
plaint, Tok h ill refuted, were of no., ayail—at 


length to diffent became ſedition, every utterance 5 
e redreſs was filenced by the Drum of . 


Alarm, the well affected betook themſelves -ta 


1 *till the unceaſing working of our ene - 
mies had made rebellion all but matured; then 
matters ran to extremes and every man WN of 
eſtimation flocked round his Sovereign— 'twas : 
either Anarchy, or Society; and I truſt I may ſay, 
no nation ever exbibited a ſpirit of which Its Led 


baditants could be more proud. 
Suffer me here, my Lord, to ſeparate ma 


From any connection with thoſe men, who, for a | 
few Seſſions latterly, have ſeceded from their . 
Parliamentary duty—t conſider ſuch. men and - 
«thoſe who eſteem them as the refuſe of a diſap- 
pointed Faction, who, fruſtrated in their attempts 
to arrive at power under the preſent form of 
- Government, were willing to hazard Government | 
itſelf, in the multiplied hope, either that i in the 
ſtruggle ſome occurrence would lead to their 
elevation, or at the worſt, that their enemies would | 
become ſo humiliated as to afford them ground : 
for gratifying their revenge .— Tis not with ſuch 5 
men I would wiſh to be claſſed, 1 would wiſh at 5 


every criſis of public affairs to do my duty, a 


| ſenſe of which is my fole inducement in offering | 


BY e thus e betet not to one 
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tions of the corruj 1 


party more An to the oli; . 1 with merely 
to be underſtood, ſtrongly as I deteſt rebellion, as 
. to your Excellency, that the late or pre- 
ſent rebellion, (call it which you pleaſe) received 
great ſtrength from the torpor of many of the 


beſt affected of this kingdom for years previous 
to its breaking out, which aroſe from their dif- 


approbation of the mode of Government, and the 


inefficacy of every ſtruggle to correct it, but who : 
became when its exiſtence was endangered (bad. * 
they thought it) its 8 e and Heul 55 


Supporters... . 


The daſs of men 11 take juſt dilated 1 ſhould = 
preſume to be that which your Excellency would 
be moft inclinedsto reſpect, moſt prone 19 attend 4% 

| and moſt unwilling TO ESTRANGE, gt leaſt TO IN- 
JURE AND OPPRESS ; they are what I call the 


— power of the country, and let me tell vou, their 1 
voice is the voice of the nation. 0 


When I ſpeak i in the courſe of RE * oh 
tion, of. Parliament, or the 
venality of the Government, I. ſpeak not of my 


own opinion. Under your Excellency I really do 85 


not fear the latter; ; and as to the former, it is to 
my purpoſe to reſcue the Parliament from  obloquy, 


and to reconcile the people to their repreſenta- N 


tives I merely allude to what, L fear, has madę 


| impreſſion on. a very. reſpeQable portion of the 8 
people, and 1 argue from it, that, thould, your +; 

1 Excellency in oppoſition to their voice Yield to 
the 2 885 that — with . integrity indute 


the 
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the Leeitaitys) Aﬀemblies to alba ö an unpo- 
0 pular meaſure ; ; that portion of the people may 


de led to attribute different motives both to your _ 5 


XR 1 


| Excellency and their Repreſentatives from thoſe - 
that I ſhould incline to do, and which, though Ep. 
they vary. efſentially- as to the guilt of them, make he. 


| but little difference in point of effect. 


5 "Your Excellency has by this time moſt proba- =; 
7 vip been led to enquire to what public purpoſe can 
theſe obſervations tend ? I will then anſwer in one - 
5 ſentence To the propoſed 1 meaſure. of an Union „„ 
between Great Britain and Ireland, and I have 
EE prefaced my thoughts on that ſubject with the 
; foregoing! remarks, to juſtify as far as I can, that 
claſs. of men from any, of the obloquy attendant Fo 
- upon rebellion, to raiſe their conſequence as high 5 


45 J can in your Excellency's eſtimation, to do juſ⸗- 


tice to their love of good Government, and con- 

ſequently to prove their attachment to our connexion $7 

1 with. Great Britain, and to enable me more readily 

to ſatisfy your Excellency and the Empire, that 

to force a meaſure of that importance on the | 

* Kingdom by arms or intimidation, or to procure it 
through the medium of o our preſent Legi Native Bodies, Mo 

5 without the aſſent, or againſt the opinion. of: ſuch fe 
men, may bear the public features of an act of 


= Tyranny, and, if ſuch, would certainly be not pal- 
lated by any circumſtance of juſtification, but 


8 aggravated | by. the moſt 88 Wann: 8 


2 tude. 
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5 ght ever occurred to Jour 1 hon 
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eee Apaber 5 A ee Potentates . 
bave (wii thoſe in the abſolute | pay of govern- 
795 ment) a deciſive controul at a time When your 3 
| Excellency: isarmed with an unprecedented foreigr 


force to carry fiich akt (if 5 o will cede fo t q 


_ fanftion « of it} into effect gad execution, de called: : 


voluntary ſurreny znder of their rights by the p people ? 
Next, 480 0 the parliament de ele 1s: 


true they are the conſtituted repreſentatives of 
the eg but independant of the influence 
governor, and 
fome of the principal noblemen poſſeſſed of bo- 
frougbs may exert in the lower Houſe of Parlia- 
ment—anſwer the public, as a great ſtateſman— 
- Have any of theſe repreſentatives already deliver- 
ed their ſentiments to the cabinet, on the ſubje&? * 
if they have, afk the conſtituents if they were con- 5 
| ſulted i in the formation of them? Aſk ſome of the 
. leading, have they changed. their opinions! N 
Did they in October laſt rail againlt ; an Union ? „ 
Do they in December continue to rail, or: do they 
argue for it ? Has any expreſſion. of national « pi. | 
x means has 185 


which your Excellency,” as chief N 


nian wrought that Os” or * W 


h Miniſter. "But 1 appeal to your « own f 
8 260d ſenſe— Will an act of Parliament; containing 
4 Firrentler of e; 8 rer e 8 1 one ; 


ar oa 


a 


2ͤĩZ5]½]1y eo tt 
x s 


7 nÿ&gw- 


— 


— 
i 
Y 


"op 


95 Ude procur- oh e are 8 rok 
on which the public are become very inquiſitive, 
and L with to call your Exce 

them, . and to aſk you, will you, in the hiſtory of > 


your political. life, ſuffer the Union, which 2 


never admit of the idea of congueſt, that it con- 


than cbercion; to that I anſwer=— —i 


to he. Fa, one 


would ſuppoſe it ſhould be 10 obvious, as to. be 


ER 


7 Ilency's $ attention to 


tf; AR. 5 
% 4655) 3 
* TY 


5 5 Europe will ſay you have procured, to admit of rl 1 85 
doubt, whether or not it was an at of volition _ _ 
on the part of the Pole? ?—There can R þ uf ep 

ane anſwer. 1 5 wo 
” But here I know ; it lt bs waned, that the PR 
: propoſed. Union is founded on a baſis t bat can FE 


tains ſuch obvious advantages to the people 9f 5 
this country, that i it is rather a meaſure of ceffon 
it be fo, let b 
 feople call far it. It is not the public feature of 5 ; 
5 faror, to come. forth clandeſtinely from a. fo- 1 
veign cabinet, and with undue precipitation ; nor Fol 
= it eaſy to reconcile to a man of moderate un! er 1 
25 ſtanding, 1 that he 1 is about to receiye 2, aver, en 
he is called upon to ſurrender his Teedom at the 8 
8 oulſet, and to be driven. to ſophiſtry and calc la- „ 
tion, to be convinced of his remuneration. 5 The, its 
95 Pnion i is a meaſure 9 of abfolute revolytion-=by . 
Pe are in one moment to be converted from an . 
5 independant kingdom to a dependant province. 
Pereat indeed mult be the advantage that could 1. 
repay us for the furrender; 3- AN 155 


univerſally diſeerntble—dilcernible, not tg the all. vey EY 
9 WOT 4 Mg an N ere not. 112 the N 
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© 4s ſubmiſhve e OE OR of an hin 5 
N courtier—but : to the plain and unbiaſſed compre- 
Fw henſion of « every dife ntereſted Iriſhman, To de- 

1 prive the latter of his rights, upon the temporary 
fiuſpenſion of national feeling, and the timid alarm 

© of the former, is what] call upon your Excellen- 
Cy not to yield to, nor to ſuffer our Sovereign to 

5 yield to, till you are ee . the peo- | 

5 ple are contented. | 


"You will be told | by many of your ants, 


that to confult the people is to diſturb! the public 
% ini 2 
5 Honventions' by ſheriffs—is but to foment ſedition 
and encourage diſaffection, All T: can Tay, i is, if 
5 the people are not to 'be conſulted, T know not how 
= Four Excellency is to proceed; for ſure 1 am, that 
their preſent repreſentatives. may not, in every in- 
85 ſtance, Tpeak their voice, and I am equally ſure, 
7 that to effect a meaſure of. ſuch importance, with- 
58 Out ſome. communication with the people, ſhould 8 
8 it turn out "hereafter a meaſure againſt. their 6 opinion, 5 
vill fill the remainder of your days with remorſe, _ 7 
b . But, my Lord, ſuch adviſers ſurely forget, that | 


2 to have recourſe to aggregate meetings, and 


in making ſuch an objeclion they a admit beyond 


2 the olibility. of controverſy, an argument againſt 
"the meaſure that ariſes from the time of its introduc- 
don. Petition and remonſtrance are ſurely un⸗ 
alienable- rights veſted in the people—to. deprive - 
them of thoſe rights, on ſuch a fubject, would be 

the Worſt ſtretch of arbitrary, Lower, Such ad. 
1 viſers e Pi: the r N all h re. 
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5 DR bang to the public. in x general, | wes nidhieted' - 
Eo by a perpetual exclamation of © the e 


; = : 7 7 the moment, that a crifis of general ferment Was 


. 3 "IM adapted to rational diſcuſſion.” Even a an in- 

. quiry into the cauſes of the then exiſting diſcon- 

1 5 5 tents, though probably with aview to aſſuagethem, ö 19 
„ Vas, in my mind, not improperly diſcountenan - 
— : 5 5 ed, from the agitation. it would produce 0 1 
| 1 12 ſach an &ra, then, a moment your Excellency 

7 Will admit of, for the diſcuſſion of the moſt aw ul 
6 and momentous revalgron. gur Conſtitution can „ j 
E 1 5 fluſtain? r oe age +. 
1 „ In the eber ande on this fubje@t which Laien 
3 0 addreſs to your Excellency, I ſhould hope to 

15 convince you that the conſideration held out as | 
. e the price of the ſurrender, muſt fail; ; that it neither 
= Holde out ſecurity at home, or "advantage: from ö 
5 abroad; that it benefits no, religious. fed; 1 
35 it lowers every claſs of ſociety, | and 1 
d e conſequently can be acceptable to none; and 1 
„ dizi, that it. is fraught with ſuch” general 1 
Ke Sg danger to the Empire, from 5 poſſible annihila- . | 
it. OH tion of the Britiſh Conſtitution, as to call upon us 13 
d „ point at view, though convinced i it would : 
Z K © henebt ourſelves. to reject our _ particular, advan- 14 
-—_ ; \fige from the dread of general! injury. : 14 
n- 1 555 Vour Excellency may. be led to imagine t 1 | 
Te 1 90 am one of thoſe men who are impreſſed with © + 
e | ſuch high-flown ideas of liberty and imperial in- 34 
d. CE hs © dependence, as fo conſider no ſituation a King- 8 | 
e BEER : 755 could be reduced to, fo humiliating, and no 1 { 


eur, fo bg d 9 
3 as hows induce i its COT 1! Wen ; 


unſtances.in wh <. 78, 1 hea] „ 
may T Tn that 1 000 juſtify fac h a. urrander. . EE 
8 But Lay, the confideratian — 01 to be Tmmen/e, os 
Ss. of equal value with the tr er, and unatt Hainable by, : 
. any reaſonable and profligable « exertions, To bring be, 
itt home to this kingdom, x admit: there might - 
be a point of: cammercial x reſ ſtrictiqn a as to coun. OP 
Wh tries, wherewith we gught by: the laws of. nature * 
. allowed to trade, or of private . | 
WH. as to duties or monopolies, or. of general inſecu- 
| rity « of perſon c or property, | that if ty L werd placed || 
in and could not look. forward to the removal of - _ = 
ſuch reſtriQ ns, or to the attainment of 1 
; but through t is affiſtance_ of Great Britain, 5 
that Great Britain in HA 275 127 10 equivalent: 1 
expect from us, / nd e 15 
Th ſuffer. us-to tra 6 05 ithout fuch ſurrender, it, 
might become ar  meaſur | of pits prudence 19. 
purchaſe ſuch an. exten 5 4  amelioration of our 


dende 5 not one. 1 . on K hops . 


Fae” nl nor has Great PAY 5 conce of 5 
ſions to make to us, as would 1 require or juſtify | us 
in ſurrendering cur Primary Kh moſt ele, 
inberitance. e 
On this part & Fa. abies, + ranked, 1 3 
15 8 N been much pulled, with eee x: 


have 


1 * 


* * * Py 0 25 "= 


" heard? t 1 N wt! a benin c 


Wy; that fincirely elieve 4 


the moſt ſiniſter purpofes,— t is hinted chats | Great . 5, 


| Hine is'difpleafed at the afflſtance ſhe has 


compelled to afford us; that ſhe. regrets te : 0 


ſetice of her militia, and murmurs at the pe 
4 c. her troops in our: Kingdo guck © 
; ROY if founded, in my apprehenſion, are little 


_encouraging to any increaſe of confidence and re- 1 


Ae her. bounty,” and talt loudly'on; our peo. 
br” to keep their repreſentatives. at home feel 
bee country has by late enormities ſullied its 
national character, and reduced its reſpect Fa 


8 -- Gill g the kingdoms of Europe; but has it loft. 


= » all rank among them? I truſt not hefe wire 
Hine principles firſt cbertedꝰ anſwer herb. 
Where did the warm and enthufiaſtic love of 


5 117 


_ Foyalt and ſubordination unite itfelf td put ben 
the wide-fpreall and powerfully urged exertions | 
of republicaniſm and ?quality ? In Ireland Had 


: tte Irin gentlemen yielded like thoſe of the newly 


__ forme continental republics to the firſt bürſt of 
1 rebellion on the firſt diſcharge of the invader— . 


7 1 Where would now be that gem in his Majeſty's 


Crown ? ? Is it for this that Great Britain contemns 


0 us Impoſſible When the remembers the af 


: fiſtance that is derived to her fleets from 10d, doc 5 
ol our ſeamen, ſhe is incapable of repining at 
temporary aid of 30,600 of her militia Wen 


ie remembers the expendi ture of blood een 


* 


ture i in defence 'of- der old enemies the” Dutch, ” 


Ops 1 a 
N | F and 
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anti 155 Faithleſs. Ally the e has. 

| abortive, and diſgraceful, . as it proved When 
ſhe remembers the ready and the continued aid 
| the afforded her Ally the Queen of Portugal, the 
diſdains to murmur at the inconſiderable aſſiſt- 

ance ſhe has yielded to her ſiſter country. Eng- 
land has not forgot that when the petty and van-- 
quiſhed kingdom of Corſica became a vidim 8 
her arms, ſhe gladly embraced 1 treaty, ſecuring 5 
! 0 the independence of that ſubordinate and incon- 
E ſiderable iſland, ſeparated by thouſands of leagues 
of ocean, then covered with fleets of the enemy; 
that ſhe anxiouſly; expended. her reſources, and 
employed her powerful fleets in the defence of it 
till ſne was expelled by the inhabitants, all without | 
a murmur—Great Britain, I am perſuaded, . 
| members with a return of. gratitude, a former 
| period, when. the war eſtabliſhment of 1 this kingdom 
FR... feretched to an extent that our means were ill- 
'F 5 adapted to bear, yet our, affections were warmly 95 
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prompt 79 vote, when gur military force ro 
THE BARE AND INSUFFICIENT ſupply. of our 
principal garriſon towns were employed in her fer-. 


118 vice and therefore, will never plume her- 
118 elf on an omnipotence when compared to us, 
Iſl. and degrade us to a ſtate of ſervility and indigence 
I 4 „ dare not aſpire 10 look, up to her—She-is 


incapable. of boaſting of the ſecurity which our 
"3 trade has fu tained when accompanying hers, from | 
13 the convoy ſhe has appointed for the common 
e of the MO trade—ſhe is as incopable | | 


finance ſhe bas ind 


* 


May no adverſe politician ever create any 4 . 
union of ſentiment that ay cripple o or deſtroy... 
their co-operation ! | 7 „ 


to the conqueſt of Ireland as à province, nor to 


the affiliation. of it as a. republic, 2 
that France has looked no Frenchman that is 
permitted to walk about could indulge ſo frantic 
a ſpeculation—but Ireland affords convenient op- 


portunities of attacking the Engliſh power, every 
wound inflicted on her is partially felt in SN 
Britain, and will ever be an object of intrigue and 
invaſion during a war between theſe powers.— 


n 


I come now to conſider the queſtion of adequate 71 


compenſation,—l have before ſtated 1 conſider 


that. as not to be in exiſtence, excel in relation. f 


* 
n 


ing of the pendants: albfiance in 
dorſed on our national ſecurity 
in one inſtance; the is incapable of inſulting our 
fraternity” and regretting her manlineſs, and will 
hear with diſdain that a court writer is ſuffered to 
vilify the prompt. alacrity of her militia, by nun-. 
merating their numbers, and appreciating their: 
enpence She never will abandon the beſt claim 
the poſſeſſes to our confidence and affection, and 
the man who advances ſuch a thought ſhould be 
| held i in common deteſtation by both e 
as the worſt enemy to the very. exiſtence of a 
- connexion between them; he forgets that 4 
Great Britain repels the invader of Ireland, the _ 
but protects us from an enemy that her own power 5 
and greatneſs has drawn down upon us; tis not 


e 


9 ev aan 


2 to bur trade or our r Mey As. to be kj 7 
theſe, it certainly lies out of my ſphere, oe 


7 


— 


there are perſons ſuffciently converſant therein, 
and fufficiently intereſted, to ſecure the public 
the beſt and moſt impartial information; many 
of the moſt eminent of theſe I have had the good 
fortune to have been enabled to conſult, and 1 
have obtained one uniform anſwer that except - . 
the Eaſt Indian monopoly could be diſſokved in favour 
of the Iriſh, there is no improvement of our preſent 
- ſituation in point of trade that Ireland is ſu eſreptible = 
of,” that is at all momentous, or even confiderable : ER. 
that they do not confider it at all a commercial ſubjett, 
Þ and 5 15 e WP or r advantage to _ Ty Fe 
— Stk, my 1 the ne are 0 re. Gs 
- mote from their view, as to admit even a doubt ” 
of the ſoundneſs of their opinion, will any mann 
for one moment argue, that it can be ſo great as 
to be an equivalent for the ſurrender we are called 
upon to make; and with reſpect to the eſtima- 
tion in which wech opinion is to be held, for one 
I am inclined to pay it implicit deference; the - 
: mercantile character is the very laſt that I would 
ſuppoſe capable of Turrendering real advantage 
to the feelings over:ſtrained Patriot iſm, or meta- 
p phyfieal reaſonings upon liberty; they are a claſs . 
men as much as any. other attached to, and as 
ſuſceptible of, what is likely to be conducive to 
their intereſt ; they have ſhewn themſelves during on 
the late diſtubbuticey, Which proved the diſpo-ꝛ 
5-6 alen of 125 who interfered in them, to be 


x 7s — — We def 10 FR . 
veereign and ſociety, as any other deſcription _— 
his ſubjects; they have been forward in their 
obedience to the late acts of parliament, w which, 
(though fully juſtified by the circumſtances” that Z 


led to them) ure ſurely. temporary ſurren 
N of ſome of our N privileges; their judgment 


cannot be branded with any epithet of ſedĩtion 


5 or averſion to the connexion with-Great Britain, 


but muſt be received and reſpected as the matured 


and decided opinion of competentand diſpaſſionate men. 


However 1 do not call upon your Excellency to 
decide this queſtion upon my authority, I only de- 


precate your doing ſo upon the ſuggeſtion of any 


other individual to the contrary. I aſſert that 
the mercantile intereſt ſee no real advantage likely 


to reſult to them from the propoſed meaſure, and 


ws call We 2 E ene 10 called? 5 e : 


The queſtion: TOR public 3 is = tainl 
9 not ſo eaſily decided; on that point every 


in the ſtate may have his diſtin and: appropriate 


opinion. —Mine I confeſs to be, that our ſecurity 


; not only not be increaſed, anden N 1 
and dangerouſiy diminiſbed. | 


| oy * [See the Reſolutions of the - Bankers and Merchants of 


- __ againſt each- other, which is the only paint of : 
view in which it can be ſeriouſly conſidered; will {+ 


In addition to theſe a of 3 FR fon cht. 
a law. hitherto been conſidered as-inherent among 


us, of late etz up and will not eaſily; be 


1 
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95 Send, Kforce of danger e pen 
rebellen, and the "ſhoving of the licentic 590 ſneſs 


_ *Bequainitaric, e rene Rems lo have been fo ſuc 
veefifl # ſpreading among our lower-order of people. | 
It is conceivable how: quickly the mind of mann 
becomes habituated to atrocities: of this deſerip- 
„ how ſlow it is in ating the familiarity | 
| Hired with them band Fknow not how | 


5 4 W 0 dad: the beſt exertion of every. 8 
3 dere dee eser wee 6. to. FT the Tower 
WE: "themſelves; | > never 0 be-aifiredy five by de 
Wi - agent of an abfentee landlord, , periodically going 
. 5 from a garriſon town, lo deman his em- 
=. = ni rent, aas will find that mure erand every 


rity; will 
Nees character eee. 


WE 
* 


\ the ne of uftices 
'contradiſtinguiſhes - their ſauage 
7? primes, / by urbanity and ſocial *irtue—you! will 
. - find that a ſenſe 2 order will gradually be re- 
ſtored, and vice fall into diſuſe; as it inereaſes in 
 Uſrepute—How the Unjou: vill affect 81 re. 
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85 55 is carried into «ll, iis conan ery y 
' 7 years poſſeſs + as mar 


5 1 ready too eeply e 


5 85 ence of oct, TIP to the Ny . - 


bug every 
deney with any Obe va 
_-your Excellency, Do you 


that will not e X + income out cf 7 al- | 
To's 25 Will then 


2 leney incline aſs: that meaſure : 7 7 a 


60 
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; be bon which will deprive-the nation of all that 
55 : :eheviſh; folter; and re- huis niſe Send com- 


mit it to e e ee and deſolate! En, 
2 ok alle? e eee ee ee e 
This 1 conceive; now to W EET Y re i 
feature of penſonal inſecurity, the text: lconceive: . 
kely to arife from the poſſibility of reiterated in- 
9 vaſion or renewed rebellion. Should the former | 
A of theſe oecur, I'think we are. fully ute: . 
repetition of ſimilar defence on the part of Great 


WS 1 Britain, to that we have already experienced; 15 ; 
5 0 our connexion ſubjects us to the attack, and 


- ſhould enſure to us the means of repelling i it. 


And as to the latter, improbable as any attempt = : 


towards renewing the rebellion muſt appear from 
the weakened, diſperſed, and -disjointed hordes, 
babe no fear for my country fle has already de- 


union; and venture to aſſert, that in every ſimi- : 
lar . to uſe the idea ofa celebrated 
in a en N before vont Ea. 
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5 fended herſelf againſt one, when in vigour dd -- . ; 
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ceatholic look for admiſſion into the Engliſh ſenate, 


RL „ 41 dand vin be ound equal to Ire 


20 a 
I come now to 5 1 a, fundamental 8 
150 cauſes of diſunion that ariſe from religious animo- 
Atier, and that promiſe, I confeſs, no ſpeedy re- 
moval but how, my Lord, is an Union to allay 
them? to do ſo, ſurely it muſt ameliorate the con- 
dition of each, and to the ſatisfaction of the other; N 
to elevate one and depreſs” the other, i is not, 8 A 
uſual mode of conciliation to both. And here I 
muſt admit, I am at a loſs to find, how. (as far as 
religious diſtinctions afford a ſource. of danger) 
mutual conceſſions will be borne by one party, and 
felt by the other: the catholic,. if ſtill difcontent= 
ed, aims either at the ſubjugation of the proteſ- 
tant, or a full participation of the State: I will 
| hope he only aims at the latter; let us then ex- 
amine what effect the Union muſt have upon him 5 
iit muſt prove a deciſive, final, and irrevocable 9 
| ſettlement of all the diſqualiflcations that now ex- 
it to his excluſion from both. Can the Iriſh | 


while the Engliſh catholic ſhall be refuſed? Does 

he look for a precedence, in point of den 

there before the diſſenter; or expect an immediate 

5 repeal of the corporation and teſt acts, as the 

price of his acquieſcence to this Union ?—No, my | 5 
Tord, the Iriſh catholic has always appeared too | 

well inſtructed to be ſeduced by ſuch: unpromiſ. 
ing e : He vell e 8 the Union 5 
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Ireland begpmes loſt to herſelf, unleſs by a re- 
verſal of the order of nature ſhe ſhould become 
"an object of no importance to Great Brin, 
unleſs one million of her Proteſtant inhabitants are 
7 ſeduced from their religion to become converts to 


_ 


0 will remove for. ever begins his graſp. the re N 
ing ſtate offices to which his ambition may prompt 
him to aſpire, but from which his religion ex- 
cludes him—Is it calculated to content him? 


But it will be ſaid, thou gh the Catholic may Feel 


: overt yet let not the Proteſtant complain—He i is 
for ever ſecured inthe full enjoyment of his preſent 
| aſcendancy, the Proteſtant Crown of Great Bri- 
tain will now. become his unqueſtionable ſafe- 
guard, and ſhield him from the attack of any 
= enemy,—Omitting the argument which ariſes 
from the abſurdity of calling on a State to ſur- 
render its beſt rights to ſecure ſubordinate and 
inconſiderable immunities I anſwer in the name 
col an'Iriſh Proteſtant, I have no fear for the State 
a aſcendancy we poſſeſs—Ireland is inſeparably an- 
nexed to the Crown of Great Britain, to a Crown 
the protector of the Proteſtant Church all over 
Europe, to a nation of Proteſtants, is ſtill poſ- 
ſeſſed of a Proteſtant Parliament, and of a great 


majority of Proteſtant property. Unleſs then, 


the Catholic, ſhe has nothing to fear for her re- 


 ligious aſcendancy.— No, my Lord, leave lre- | 
land in all material points of conſtitution as vou $ 
found her, let her unprecedented increaſe of com- 


mow: Cas male and . proceed as it has 
hitherto 
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hitherto done, let 8 ape ce Erithorkods; 


let civilization baniſh. barbarity, let vi i/dom.. ME. 251 


perſe ignorance, and with it perſefution, and we 
ſhall fee the day that the Catholic peaſant will 


not repine at a ſtate aſcendancy” that cannot ope: | 


rate upon him, and when the Catholic e 


thoſe Feels 
; diſpe] the e 


2g” 7 


-  diſtinguiſhthem from the 
| men.—they certainly hold at preſent but little - 
ſhare i in the repreſentation of this kingdom, how fy 
ever, {mall as that may be, I ſee no advantage to. 
induce them to furretaer it, they inhabit. a por- + 
tion of this kingdom where proſperity has made 
the moſt rapid ſtrides, and I; will leave jt to that 
manly ſpirit and politica-wiſdom that (with ſome 
has generally guided that 
body, whether they will make an unpur. 
the conſequence . 


man will yield with chear fulneſs to a ſtate ae 5 


ment that he will feel bears as little on him as it 


can do, and that he wilkbe convinced is founded 
in wiſdom and impoſed by neceſſity. But e 


civilization alone that Lan introduce amongſt, us 


A5 n, tg rational reflection chat will 
Fay, * render e 


Wich reſpettt to 55 Dis ent 78, II 77 3 to 
] rel. of their country. 


recent exception) 


chaſed legi iNative experiment, 


whereof, if beneficial, mult long remain doubt - 
ful, at the hazard of the neceſſary continuance of 
their progreſſive commercial proſperity. 

It has been a faſhion with thoſe who "Zn been 
zealous in promoting this meaſure, to hold out 


* a 


e 


ol 


25 
13 of i. to the Catholic and 
ES ; F Clergy, and with relation to tithes, 


from whence they derive conſiderable hopes of 


procuring the acquieſcence of both Catholics and 
Diſſenters.— But if theſe are held out as A Part of 


iT the conſideration. to the kingdom, they: are' liable 


to my general objection, viz. They are moſt abe 


viouſly and moſt readily. attainable without. a furren- 7 
der of. our Parliament. —A modus for tithes has 


Th long been ſpoken of as a meaſure likely to be 
bf, brought forward in Great Britain, if ſo, it will 
follow here of courſe, if it is not ſo, neither ſhall 


EE. we be ſuffered to attempt the change. It is an- | 
* | akeration, nay, 1 may ſay, a ſpiritual revolution 
that our country, will ſcarcely be permitted is 


=Y ke the lead in, though we may be allowed tg 


| - follow: and purſue the wiſdom of Great Britain. 
5 If fo, then ſurely, we may without an Union 7 
enact a copy of their pill; nor do I think it re. : 


C4 44:4 & 


: | Auires a ſurrender. of our Parliament to digeſt a 


the Catholic and. Diſenting "Clergy, a meckars I | 
think highly. deſirable ; ; indeed, I know of no 


two meaſures more likely to produce quiet. in this 
kingdom, or more eaſy of attainment. 


Perceiving, then, no ſolid advantage that can 


ariſe to any of our religious ſeas, from an Union, 
that they have not every reaſonable ground t to look 


forward to in the pre ent order things,. I own. 
I am led to doubt any man who tells me that one 


or the aber of tees are friendly te to the meaſure, 
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Renee my Lord, if thay i are Go let Wein - 

fatisfy you of it from themſelves, and let them | 
ſatisfy you alſo that their motives are ſafety. 

fl | and peace. I know there are a ſet of mei 
7 ah 0s: country, I do not mean a religious 
ſet, but I mean the vanquiſhed. republicans, 
Who there are reaſons to believe are. deſirous to 
Promote it, who tell you of the bad / tem of ad- 
miniſtration, of 'the influence. of the crown, and 
the venality of parliameni.— When the furious 
republican thus readily becomes an advocate for 
a remove further from liberty and independence, 
Jon I feel ſtrongly inclined to ſuſpect him.—If 
the republicans ſtill keep their object in view, it 
may not be an undeſirable change to them, to 

render the conſtitution leſs worth contending for, 
10 detach and di iſguſt the old admirers and defenders 
75 P it, and to drive from the kingdom its true Fupport, 
| | | ©. the landed proprietors. —Guard yourſelf, my 
0 . againſt, adviſers. that may be actuated by 
1 ſuch motives—or, my Lord, confider the re- 
publican who has abandoned his objet—may he 
not be unſolicitous whether he i is governed by a 
. | domeſtic or 4 foreign legiſlature, when both are 
| equally contrarient to his principle, when, delighting 
| | in anarchy, all modes of civil government are 
equally objeftionable' Such A republican, rank- 

ling under the preſſure of recent diſappointment, 
incenſed and revengeful againſt that power that 
i checked, and cruſhed, -and vanquiſbed him, may 
in "1. © up even : delight: at TOY that the warfare he 
| . ſomented 


27 
Janenced, 8 it ended in his Ane nge | 
has been the foundation of the humiliation of his 


| opponents ; ; ſuch feelings as theſe are not inſepa- 


Table from. the human mind. To do an act 
* unintentionally) that could gratify ſuch 
feelings, would be, as 1 formerly obſerved, to 
treat the loyal ſubſects of this kingdom with 
unparalleled ingratitude.—No,. my Lord, if 
vou are ſeriouſly engaged in reſtoring har- 


mony to this nation, perſevere i in a ſyſtem of 


adminiſtration, correſpondent with the ſpirit of 
the conſtitution, exert the influence of the Crown 
with an equitable hand, and it will never be 
complained of; and if the venality of Parlia- 
ment has been a juſt ground of complaint, [ 
- ſhould venture to aſſert, that, under your Excel- 
lency's . ſuch a rend muſt funda- 
mentally fail. | 
Having mentioned the vente of Purliunnamty; 
it is in vain for me to diſguiſe that a conſiderable 
number of + unthinking men found thereon: an 


* argen e in ſupport of the meaſure. No man 


who remembers that he is an Iriſhman, ſhould 
| be ſeduced to think well of the change, in the 
proſpect of getting rid of his imperial conſe- 
quence; ſhould he be induced to overlook 
. he ſhould nevertheleſs before he yields 
to ſuch feelings, be ſatisfied that the diſeaſe he 


5 benblin, of is mortal, and that the ſuccedaneum 


will ſupply: him with a lei Mature pure and incar- 
 Tuptible. And here Iown I am led to — an 
OT a M_ 


gn” 
Pope, that” out own parliamentary Un t is not 
* beyond cure. I ſhould conceive that a ftrong 
. Exertion of orrfelves, with a little of your Excel. 
. tency's 5 af ante, might d a great deal: 1am 
not going to aJviſe a reform. That meaſure, at 
all times difficult, is now peculiarly unſeaſonable, 
beſides the Engliſh government reſiſt it in Great 
Britain.—I would only ſuggeſt to the men of pro- 
perty in this country, whether or no they have 
contributed to the want of it. Do they, in their 
reſpective counties, rally round truly independent 
'charaQers, and, ſtanding by each other, force 
Them into the repreſentation of the county, or do 
they getieralty with ſervility unite, or with indo- 
lence. yield, to ſeme one lending intereſt, and 
thereby render it commanding ? Do the cities of 
Treland 6: all on . N merrantile charatters to 


„ a: 


therefore e 5 Pres the nan if wealth 
ever think of expending an inconſiderable part 
ol it, and thereby take advantage of the acceſs 
to Parliament which the borough intereſt admits 
of, wwith a view 'to benefit bis country, or have 
"they all with ſhabby' puſillanimity abandoned the 
65 public theatre, juſtifying their //oth and their 
falſe economy, by averring that oppoſition i is fruit- 
leſs? 1 ſay, my Lord, oppoſition has not. been 
found ſo; our Parliament, as at preſent con- 
ſtituted, is capable of faithful legiſlation, if the 
; nation was | but true to elf. No man in your 
Excellency” 8 


| Excellency" * ration ould venture 10 e 
down improper meaſures againſt the property-« of 
| the country, well repreſented and imanimouſly 


—— Our Parliamentary hiſtory affords 


not very remote examples to prove this; tis 


but twelve years fince the property -of- the 


5 country reſiſted the commercial propoſitions, 
aud the Government, as deſirous as any I have 


ever heard of to carry their point, with a majority 


at their back, yielded to them. It is fince that 


| time that Parliament has declined in public con- 
' fidence from the bad ſyſtem 1 have already al- 


luded to, and it is with reſpect to that, that Ideem 


your Lordi s a/ſ;ftance ſo uſeful—ſince that time 


a multitude of places have been created, not 


called for by any #creaſe of duty, not juſtified 


by any addi tion of wealth, But ſolely and exclu- | 


. fively for public proſtitution. —If theſe were anni- 
hilated—Af- men were taught to live within their 
mans, and not by vying with ſuperior fortunes hurt 
#heir cn, and thereby render a ſurrender of their 


character neceſſary to their unnatural and overgrown 


- conſequente—Parlianienit would ſoon again, with- 


out any violation of public arrangement, affume | 


the appearance and the reality of integrity. 


But on this part of the cafe there is another 


gaeſtion Will the ſurrender enſure us a truly 


incorruptible Legi i/lature I much fear not—lg 
the Britiſh Parliament, as it now ſtands, free 


from all the objections we make to our on? 
Has the Miniſter there any predominant intereſt 


that 
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wh makes bis wiſhes amount to Soc ep . 
Is that an Aſſembly that conſiſts altogether of men 


'who receive nothing for their attendance ?—Is a 
feat there found ſo unprofitable. as to require the 

payment of the wages which the primitive 
founders of our Conſtitution had appropriated 
for the maintenance. and independence of their 


Repreſentatives ! ? I fear not—1 fear tliat the Eng- 
liſh Legiſlature, as well as our own, affords a 


national example, that power and emolument and 


prerogative have acquired, even among them, a 
dancy over the minds of men, 
that no practicable ſyſtem of Reform i is likely to 
repreſs, and that ſeeks the pruning hand of 


economical correction, and the fundamental . 


reſtorative of improved morali ty, more than the 
ſuperficial lenitive of ameliorated arrangement. 
If, then, my Lord, the grounds which. are to 
render an Union palatable to this country, as 
founded in perſonal or religious ſecurity, are 
problematical, will not every e of perſon 
look to his immediate F 
And will your Lordſhip call on the temporal 
Peerage of this kingdom to ſurrender their general 
3 here, to the incon/iderable ſhare they 
can acquire in the Britiſh Parliament, far the un- 
e additional ſecurity the alteration could 
enſure to the already, in my mind, unquęſtionable 
e of property ? 7 Or what other con- 
 fideration have 77 to hold out ? Ro al 


— 


Vill weigh it for a century te 


| 37 5 
Will you alle upon the Firitual Fer- to vote | 
As own conflitutional annihilation, for the bare ; 


conſideration of exchanging a domeſtic and par- 
HOG Legiſlature for a foreign and excluded one, 


in a kingdom where his conſequence is held in- 


ſeparable from an aſcendant Church Eftabliſh- 
ment, and where every improvement his ſituation 
can aſpire to, is within the reach of the'Parliament 
of which he is a Member? In truth, my Lord, 
 aCaſtle advocate for the meaſure has, in à late 
Pamphlet on the ſubject, diſpoſe of their Lord- 
ſhips fo very curforily, that 116 uy anne of 
their concurrence. i, 

Does the moſt pialgtptiions of t thisſe: chat beg 


| acceſs to your Excellency s cloſet, dare to tell. 


you that the ręſident, rational, unvitiated Iriſhman, 
from motives of perſonal inſecurity, is inclined to 
_ diſcuſs the meaſure! 1 Tell him if he does, his.own 
alarm has clouded his powers of diſcernment— . 
Tellkimthat the Iriſh character, though convinced 


the meaſure might prove advantageous, would 


deem the time ſuch, that in yielding to it, 
would ftamp it irrevocably with cowardice in the 
eyes of Europe—Tell him, the Iriſh character, if he 
ogether, has not been 
remarked for a proneneſs to ſubjugation—Tell 

him this country, thro' «hat period, often called, 

and with ſturdy ſteadineſs gradually obtained, her 
preſent imperial ran. Tell him ſhe feels its. eſſen- 
tial confequence, and N Ne the ine ag- 


«4 ron * it. 


But, 


mental arrangement 
orm, dee the uke—1 would admit of a 
proportion of the national expenditure in point 
of defence, liberal to the utmgſt extent of our means, © 
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. my Lord, when T talk . 74 as con- 
Aren reſiſting the ſurrender of the Legiſ- 
lature, I am the laſt man that would ſeek to ren 
der her an incumbrance to Great Britain. Could 
the preſent agitation be moderated by wiſdom and 
ſound policy, I ſhould be happy to ſee it ſettle 
into a fœderal arraugement that would inſeparably 
cement the two-iſlands—T would leave to Great 


Britain the excluſive privilege of providing for 
every contingency relating to the Executive 


I would ſubject to her acquieſcence every funda- | 
nt, ſuch as Parliamentary Re- 


to be borne by. this country would leave to 


Great Britain the power of making Tesee and 


war, ſolely and excluſively ; ; _ theſe, my Lord, 


are ſuperioritiss to which I think eg, entitled, 

but the mode of providing the taxes to meet ſuch 

| expenditure, and-the various and local appropri- 

__ ations thereof, I hold to d as folly and *x518: 
 fively our own. 


I have now told y your: basel what 1 feel to 


be the ſentiments of this country, and, I ſhould 
hope, enough to render your Excellency extremely 
- averſe to any interpoſition that could tend to im- 
| pole a. meaſure ofſuch conſequence to us, without 

the moſt perfe& and: moſt ſatisfactory evidence, 


that it was fully defired by a decided majority of 
"oF as: — Lord, Ede dot ad- 
dreſs. 
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peculiar Delegate of him who is King of both; 
and could I, in ſuch a point of elevation, raiſe even 


a doubt in your Lordſhip's mind, that the perſe - 
cution of the Tri/b Loyaliſt was but ſubordinate - 


to a ſcheme of Britiſh State manceuvre, and to a 
miniſterial ſubjugation of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
I ſhould hold that I had added very conſiderably 


indeed to the reaſon that ſhould produce. in your 
Excellency, caution, conſideration, and di rift. 
That the meaſure of Union has long been a * 


98 vorite with the preſent Briti 72 miniſter, this coun- 


try has had multiplied proofs: What elſe could 
lead to an univerſally promulgated opinion of his, 
<« that an Union with this country was well 
. worth half a million to Great Britain, and 
could, for that ſum, be readily . purchaſed ?” 
What elle could induce him to degrade our peer- 
age, by a public, avowed, and juſtified ſale? With 


what other view could he, in oppoſition to his ge- 
neral public tenets, here ſuffer to be publicly pro- 


claimed, that corruption was juſtifiable, nay neceſ- 
ſary, to carry on the government he had ſet over 
us? With what view, ſave to inflame the people, 

did his miniſter here ſend forth to the grand ju- 
ries of this kingdom, their followers as foremen 
and principal jurors, to addreſs againſt the exten 
ſion of catholic privilege—yet i in the ſame year 


the ſame 1 and i "I as ſenators, voted 
K „ 


refs: you in the circumſcribed and | bounded 
ſphere of Jriſb politics, you are an Engli iſhman, a 
Senator of Great Britain, and, at this moment, the 


* 


—— — 


34 
the iner eaſe of it? Why did be ſend Lotd Fitz- 
william armed with powers to fulfil the awful 
meaſure of catholic participation, to hold it forth, 
and teach our kingdom either to ep or dreud it, 
: according to their reſpective feelings; then cheek 
it, and recommend its poſt ponement * as the 
wy greateſt ſervice that could be performed to the 
e empire, ſince the Union *,” and then diſgrace 
Lord Fitzwilliam ?—In honeſt fi incerity, 1 doubt 
your Lordſhip s belief as to my ſtatement, and I de- 
precate your indignation, when you aſk me—To 
what purpoſe could ſuch duplicity tend? What end 
could the general miniſter of the empire propoſe 
from ſuch unqualified depravity 2— 1 anſwer, the 
facts are on record, the motive was this very 
Un:ov. The means of attaining it, the popular 
ferment ſo evidently the conſequence, and the 
difunion between our people and our legillative— 
but the grand and primary object aba the fabjug, a- 
tion of the Britiſh e, and the” abſolute con. 
trol of the empire. e e 
When a miniſter of equal :Mfelrnaibie ak 
acuteneſs with the preſent Britiſh premier,” de- 
ſcends to countenance in his under-agents an ar, 
or ſtill more a em of diſſimulation and'contra- 
diction, his view is generally commenſurate with, 
if not much beyond, the extent of the means he 
employs. Embarked as the Britiſh niiniſter is in 
the preſent” conteſt, with his fame and political ex. 
5 once at Aale, tis, 2 with fome degree of 
N apology, 
* gce Lord ray 5 Letter to Lord 1 8 
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a that he adverts to al moſt . | 
means of. continuing his ſchemes of finance, and. 


of ſecuring: a deciſiue ſupport to, their arrangement 


and completion. Gigantic and powerful as the re- 
| ſources. of Great Britain muſt be allowed to be, 
the accumulation of national debt has already 


cauſed the preſſure of. faxes. to be ſeverely felt by 


the Briti/b, nation, nox does the conteſt afford any 
| ſpeedy proſpect of termination! I would :aſk 
you, my Lord, may not a miniſter, whoſe ambi- 
tion and love of power are commenfurate with his. 
talents, dread a moment when the nation, ſmarting 18 


under the oppreſſive burthen of further accumu- 


lated debt, may be inclined to recoil againſt him? 
May he not have it in contemplation to avert that 
day, by ſome grand financial ſcheme of which this 
country may be the victim? Or, may he not have 
it in contemplation to filence the oppoſition þy that 
| extenſi ve and deciſive parliamentary majority, which 
the addition of one hundred members devoted to 


him in the preſent aſſembly, would enſure? Does 


Scotland afford one member not devoted to his 
| nod: ? Would Ireland! 2 


A miniſter thus en- 
trenehed i in the midſt of ſo unalienable a majority, 
would ſoon abſorb even the monarch in himſelf ; 
the three eſtates of the kingdom would be ſwal- 


lowed up in his all powerful domination; - ther 


is no act of power ſo monſtrous, or ſo unconſtitu- 
tional, that he would not be able to reconcile to his 


7 parliamentary phAlan® 5 the balance of power in the : 


— . 


E 2 government 


1 
: 
1 ] 


government it be defroged and the Engliſh 
conſtitution but a name. And are you, m ny 
Lord, who have ſo powerfully promoted its glory, 
to become ancillaty 1 to its degradation and its 
danger? If you are, I can only 05 og have for. 5 
gouten what you wers. OR 5 
I The probability of our becoming victims to 
Mr. Pitt $ plans of finance, thould, in my mind, 
operate very forcibly on this country. However, 
I have-rather confined myſelf to the objeQions to 
the principle, than attempted to argue the detail: 
one thing, however, I muſt caution my country 
againſt, which is the promiſe held out of —a great 
increaſe of Engliſh capital. If I ſhould prove a 
true prophet, as to the future ſtate of this country 
alter the Union, it will be ſuch, "that "ſhould any 
Engliſhman diveſt his property there, to inveſt it 
in ſpeculation here, he ought to De e of he 
command Al 
"To carry a ſcheme ſo Des in its s for mation, ſo in- 
- fedious in its progreſs; 5 important to its founder, 
o deftruftive to the country i 10 which it is conceded; 
5 ſo politically dangerous to that from which i it is to 
come, into full and perfect effect, to wind up 
à ſeries bf infamous deceptions and di iſeraceful ſtate” 
intrigues, by the laſt act of arbitrary authority a 
miniſter of leſs art but of more ingenuouſneſs than 
the preſent, would have ſelected for his agent 
character ſimilar to His 0b. He would have 
looked for à man of ſtate intrigue, and political 
Uiſlicaulation, er beds a life of diplomatic ma- 
„„ 15 5 nceuvre 


* * 


5 


* : ; 
try e 
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0 | 5 5 / nceuvre, 1 | eſtabliſhed the copulate Ws a cot. 


ier, without much of character for manlineſs and. 


_ integrity. But, my Lord, the preſent Britiſh mi- : ; 5 


i whoſe lot it has been to diſgrace more men 

virtue than any of his predeceſſors could ever 
effett, well knows the utility of public ie, 5 
in bis agent, fondly deſires that under the ſhield of 
bs integrity he may diſguiſe, and by a diminution: , 


of it transfer fr om himſelf Aa gr eat part of the at- 5 5 . 


tendant odium ; and with much cunning foretells, 
that the unſu uſpedting candour which a long life Prent 
in the honourable exerciſe of arms muſt ever produce 
in an ingenuous mind, may more eafily] becomea prey 
to duplicity, while the abſence of ſu yſpicion will beget 
a readineſs to act, till he has ſecured his agent com- 
mitted to his ſchemes. —Then, my Lord, the real 
actors will withdraw, and, without remorſe, aban- _ 
don their victim to public obloquy and confuſion. 
Your Excellency arrived in this country in poſ- 
ſeſſion of as high public character as any Noble- 
man in our ſiſter kingdom could boaſt ; ; you are 
to govern us during 2 period of great agitation, 


” and have ſubmitted to our diſcuſſion a ſubject of 
the laſt magnitude.—If the people tell you they 


have not temper to di iſcuſs it, ſtifle it at the outſet 


Alf they are prone to di iſcuſs it, and on dj liſcuſſio 7% 


52 iſa prove, proceed no farther — ſecure them the 
means of a free and unbiaſſed enquiry, and of 
candid « determination take their ſentiments from 
themſelves.— On theſe grounds, and on theſe 


| TO wall e the W OD the; Integrity 6. 
1 1 ny ar 


e — an event on "which you . all 
| — * glory, and in which, if you are de- - 
ceived; you will cauſe. the doſe of. your political. 1 
2 to obſcure the e brilliance of its. Meridien. wth 5 
„ Whatever | event the diſcuſſion. may lead to, I 
Howe: that an enen f acquieſcence will en« 
{ure real tranquillity. —If the meaſure is ſtifled, 1, 
have no uneaſineſs for the proſperity of my coun-. 
try-—If it is carried, I ſhall only lament, that by 
our crimes we muſt have offended the Deity, and 
_ that our ill-fated land is forbidden peace. — To 
- vert the evil is the object of theſe obſervations 
to een, ould be Rag: Prager of ererr 
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